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Selective Service System § 1636.6 

SOURCE: 47 FR 4655, Feb. 1, 1982, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 1636.1 Purpose; definitions. 
(a) The provisions of this part govern 

the consideration of a claim by a reg-
istrant for classification in Class 1-A-0 
(§ 1630.11 of this chapter), or Class 1-0 
(§ 1630.17 of this chapter). 

(b) The definitions of this paragraph 
shall apply in the interpretation of the 
provisions of this part: 

(1) Crystallization of a Registrant’s Be-
liefs. The registrant’s becoming con-
scious of the fact that he is opposed to 
participation in war in any form. 

(2) Noncombatant Service. Service in 
any unit of the Armed Forces which is 
unarmed at all times; any other mili-
tary assignment not requiring the 
bearing of arms or the use of arms in 
combat or training in the use of arms. 

(3) Noncombatant Training. Any train-
ing which is not concerned with the 
study, use, or handling of arms or other 
implements of warfare designed to de-
stroy human life. 

§ 1636.2 The claim of conscientious ob-
jection. 

A claim to classification in Class 1-A- 
0 or Class 1-0, must be made by the reg-
istrant in writing. Claims and docu-
ments in support of claims may only be 
submitted after the registrant has re-
ceived an order to report for induction 
or after the Director has made a spe-
cific request for submission of such 
documents. All claims or documents in 
support of claims received prior to a 
registrant being ordered to report for 
induction or prior to the Director’s 
specific request for such documenta-
tion will be returned to the registrant 
and no file or record of such submission 
will be established. 

§ 1636.3 Basis for classification in 
Class 1-A-0. 

(a) A registrant must be conscien-
tiously opposed to participation in 
combatant training and service in the 
Armed Forces. 

(b) A registrant’s objection may be 
founded on religious training and be-
lief; it may be based on strictly reli-
gious beliefs, or on personal beliefs 
that are purely ethical or moral in 
source or content and occupy in the 

life of a registrant a place parallel to 
that filled by belief in a Supreme Being 
for those holding more traditionally re-
ligious views. 

(c) A registrant’s objection must be 
sincere. 

[47 FR 4655, Feb. 1, 1982, as amended at 52 FR 
24457, July 1, 1987] 

§ 1636.4 Basis for classification in 
Class 1-0. 

(a) A registrant must be conscien-
tiously opposed to participation in war 
in any form and conscientiously op-
posed to participation in both combat-
ant and noncombatant training and 
service in the Armed Forces. 

(b) A registrant’s objection may be 
founded on religious training and be-
lief; it may be based on strictly reli-
gious beliefs, or on personal beliefs 
that are purely ethical or moral in 
source or centent and occupy in the life 
of a registrant a place parallel to that 
filled by belief in a Supreme Being for 
those holding more traditionally reli-
gious views. 

(c) A registrant’s objection must be 
sincere. 

§ 1636.5 Exclusion from Class 1-A-0 
and Class 1-0. 

A registrant shall be excluded from 
Class 1-A-0 or Class 1-0: 

(a) Who asserts beliefs which are of a 
religious, moral or ethical nature, but 
who is found not to be sincere in his as-
sertions; or 

(b) Whose stated objection to partici-
pation in war does not rest at all upon 
moral, ethical, or religious principle, 
but instead rests solely upon consider-
ations of policy, pragmatism, expedi-
ency, or his own self-interest or well- 
being; or 

(c) Whose objection to participation 
in war is directed against a particular 
war rather than against war in any 
form (a selective objection). If a reg-
istrant objects to war in any form, but 
also believes in a theocratic, spiritual 
war between the forces of good and 
evil, he may not by reason of that be-
lief alone be considered a selective con-
scientious objector. 

§ 1636.6 Analysis of belief. 
(a) A registrant claiming conscien-

tious objection is not required to be a 
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